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MR. AND MRS. GLADSTONE’S GOLDEN 
WEDDING. 
RECEPTION ‘AT THE NATIONAL LIBERAL CLUB. 


Mr. GLADSTONE has been present many times during his 
life at more imposing functions, and many of his friends 
have seen him and heard him under more thrilling circum- 
stances. But there was something in the occasion and the 
manner of his reception at the National Liberal Club on 
Friday evening, that appealed in an especial way to those 
present, and -left an impression none of them are likely to 
forget. It was the personal element in the regard for him 
that was up;:ermost, and any political significance which the 
occasion may have had was all but lost in what was far more 
evident for the moment, the demonstration of tender interest 
in himself and his wife and of hearty affection for them. It 
may well be doubted if any leader of men has ever called 
out the same gua/ity of respect and of affection, whatever be 
the amount of these feelings they may have inspired. 

It was a very patient and good-humoured assembly that 
gathered in the large reading-room at 8-30 to wait for the 
arrival of the guests of the evening, a full hour later. 
Among those present we noticed Mr. Isaac Holden, M.P., 
Mr. T. P. O'Connor, M.P., Professor Stuart, M.P., Mr. 
A. Illingworth, M.P., Mrs. Illingworth, Lady Sandhurst, Mr. 
Costelloe, Mrs. Costelloe, Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Reid, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Pye-Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Holiday, Miss Holiday, Mrs. Bates, Mrs. Maitland, 
M.L.S.B., Mr. Fisher Unwin, Mr. Hudson, and Mr. Allard, 
of the National Liberal Federation, Mr. W. P. Byles, Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Hancock, and many other well-known 
Liberals. 

Punctually at half-past nine, the distinguished guests began 
to file in, making their way towards the platform, through 
the railed-off passage, amidst hearty welcomes. Earl and 
Countess Spencer, the Earl and Countess of Aberdeen, Sir 
William and Lady Harcourt, Sir George and Lady Trevelyan, 
Lord Herschell, Mr. Mundella and Miss Mundella, Mr. Shaw- 
Lefevre and Miss E, Shaw-Lefevre, Mr. Childers, Sir John 
Lubbock (all honour to him), and all Mr. and Mrs, Glad- 
stone’s children except the eldest son, whose health did not 
permit him to take part in the ceremony, were present. 
The enthusiasm rose to a height when Mr. and Mrs. 
Gladstone made their appearance and mounted the platform, 
supported by nearly all the foremost members of the front 
Opposition bench. 


The reading of the address and the presentation of the 
album were performed by Lord Oxenbridge. The address 
was a soméwhat lengthy and wordy affair, but the senti- 


| ments it contained were of the worthiest; and, at least, it 


formed a text for Mr. Gladstone’s graceful acknowledzment 
of the tributes paid him. Perhaps the “Old Man” has 
never looked more majestic or more a subject for a painter 
than he did at that moment, when standing, leaning 
on his staff, looking back now on a long record of fifty years, 
and again going through the manifestations of friendship of 
the last few days, he described the feelings of humility with 
which the recollections filled his soul. 

But it was not Mr. Gladstone’s reception only and the 
beautiful tribute that he paid to his wife, who sat by his side, 
that made the deepest impression on his hearers. ‘“ No words 
that I could use would ever suffice to express the debt that 
I owe her in relation to all the offices that she has discharged 
on ny behalf, and on behalf of those who are nearest and 
dearest to us, during the long and happy period of our con- 
jugal union.” 

I hope sincerely that some of those who are-apt to rail at- 
public life as lowering in tone and deteriorating in effect 
were there to listen to the dignified allusions to public duties 
from the mouth of the greatest of living English citizens :— 

“I wish that you, ladies and gentlemen—few, if any, of 
whom have attained the period of life that has been allotted 
to me to reach—I wish that you may each of you in your 
sphere be enabled to employ the gifts which God withholds 
from'none in the discharge of those noble duties which are 
open at all times to the patriotism of the English citizen. 
(Cheers.) Within these walls these words cannot be in- 
appropriate, but they are words suited not to the narrow 
sphere within which I speak, but to every district, every 
portion, every corner of our country, for it is among its most 
characteristic and distinguished points that she expects every 
man to do his duty—(cheers)—not only in the private sphere 
but in the community in which he lives.” 

‘There was a note of encouragement, too, for Liberals in 
adversity. 

“Not only at the time when you are in possession of 
political power, but also, and sometimes even more con- 
spicuously, when you are excluded from it—(laughter)—your 
principles advance. Whatever your position be, either with- 
in the favoured precincts or beyond its limits, your work never 
ceases, but is always advancing from stage to stage, and, 
humanly speaking, you are independent of the leadership or 
of the assistance of this man or of that man; an internal and 
an undying energy belong to the cause itself, and you may 
rest assured that, under the favour of Providence, as it has 
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advanced.so it will. advance,.and generation after. generation 


will be its rejoicing witnesses.” - 


The speech over (there was only one), the distinguished 
ests dispersed to the various rooms, followed and greeted 


y friends and admirers everywhere. 


A tribute is due to those who were responsible for the 


general arrangements, which were admirably carried out. 


The National Liberal Club, even at ordinary times, is a some- 
what magnificent place, but the other night, what with its soft 


velvet hangings, the wealth of magnificent flowers, the electric 
light within and the lanterns without on the terrace, the scene 
was a brilliant one. At no time was there any uncomfortable 
crowding. It is true 1,500 mustered in the reading-room, 
while Mr. Gladstone was speaking, but even then there was 
ample standing room, while after the ceremony of the even- 
ing was over and the company scattered throughout the 
different reception rooms, there was a general air of comfort 
and coolness and space. The more important guests left 
early, but the attractions of the music, and the opportunities of 
meeting so many friends from town and country, kept the 
rank and file of the assembly within the club walls till a very 
late hour. 

The designs for the album presented to Mr. Gladstone 
earlier in the evening, are by Mr. McWhirter, R.A., Mr. 
Marcus Stone, R.A., Mr. Holiday, Mr. Walter Crane, and 
Mr. Lewis Day—a labour of love on their part. It was im- 
possible for any but a favoured few to have more than a 
glimpse of it the other evening, but it is understood that it 
will be exhibited at the Arts and Crafts Exhibition. When 
it opens in the autumn we shall have an opportunity of 
describing it in detail. 


A PRESENT FROM THE WOMEN OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone celebrated their golden wedding on 
Thursday, July 25th, very quietly at their house in St. James’s 
Street, Buckingham Gate. For various reasons there were 
no festivities. Mr. W. H. Gladstone was not able to come 
up from Devonshire to be with his parents, and Mrs, Drew 
remained at Hawarden; but Mr. Herbert and Mr. Henry 
Neville Gladstone were with the other members of the 
household. At eight o’clock Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone, 
accompanied by their family and Lady Frederick Cavendish, 
attended early service at St. Peter’s Chapel, Buckingham 
Gate. Breakfast followed at ten o'clock. In the interval an 
interesting piece of work had been accomplished in Mr. 
Gladstone’s dining-room, The splendid portrait of Mr. 
Gladstone and his grandson William, the heir to the 
Hawarden property—which has just been completed by Sir 
John Millais, was hung in the place of honour and confronted 
the party as they returned home. It was a perfect surprise 
to Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone, though the manoouvre could of 
course hardly have been carried out without the help of 
friends and the servants of the house. Mr. Gladstone also 
found on his plate a note from Mr. William Agnew, asking 
him and Mrs. Gladstone to accept the portrait as a memorial 
of the day.. Of this portrait something must be said. As 
the work of Sir John Millais alone it deserves detailed notice. 
But it is the gift of some hundreds of women in the three 
kingdoms—of women alone. The subscription was secretly 
made by various trusted ladies, and in one case as much as 
430 was collected in shillings. ‘hen the production of the 
portrait must be accounted one of the most remarkable 
artistic achievements on record. Mr. Agnew, acting for the 
subscribers, only gave the commission to Sir John Millais on 
the 24th June last. On the 1st July the little boy William 
gave the artist his first sitting, and his portrait was completed 
on the canvas before Mr. Gladstone attended. Sir John 
Millais has indeed worked on the subject de die in diem, 
necessarily putting aside all the other work he had on hand 
in order to complete the picture by the date of the 
anniversary. Mr. Gladstone himself is shown in full 
face. For the first time the great artist has so treated 
his illustrious sitter. It will be remembered that Millais has 
before this produced three important portraits of Mr. Glad- 
stone. First, there was the portrait which appeared at the 
Jubilee Exhibition at Manchester, and which is well known 
as the property of Sir Charles‘Tennant, M.P. Next came 
a canvas of the same size representing Mr. Gladstone 
in his D.C.L robes, and which is in the possession of Lord 
Rosebery, at his mansion in Berkeley Square, Finally there 
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is a half-length, painted for Christ Church, Oxford. Im the 
newer portrait Mr. Gladstone is shown in a sitting attitude, 
looking straight out of the picture. His left arm is round 
the waist of his grandson. There age no accessories in the 
treatment of the design, which is thé ‘perfection of simplicity 
and of dignity. Mr. Gladstore has a red rose in his button- 
hole, and the boy is in a crimson coat decorated with gold 
lace, but otherwise there is nothing to give unusual effect. 
The frame bears the following inscription :— 
A gift from 
English, Scottish, Welsh, and Irish Women, 


William Ewart Gladstone and Catherine Gladstone, 
on their 


Golden Wedding Day. 


When Mr. Gladstone consented to give the sittings, and 
throughout he had no notion beyond this, that the picture 
was a commission given to Mr. Agnew. The secret was képt 
to the last. Arrangements were made to place the portrait 
in its place during the absence of the family this morning, 
and with a little manceuvring the work was successfully 
accomplished. We have no information as to what Mr. 
Gladstone himself thinks of the portrait, which he had not 
before seen, but it is possible we shall shortly hear in his 
letter of thanks which is sure to be sent to Mr. Agnew. The 
names of the donors have not been given, nor is it intended 
they shall be published. It is known, however, that women 
in the humblest ranks of life, as well as in the highest, have 
combined in this remarkable and touching tribute. We 
understand that the picture will be exhibited next year at the 
Royal Academy. 
#6 

Mr. AND Mrs. GLADSTONE’s GOLDEN WEDDING.—Mr. 
and Mrs. Gladstone beg to express their warmest thanks for 
the large number of congratulatory addresses, letters, and 
presents sent to them on the occasion of their golden wed- 
ding day. They must regret that in consequence of the 
number of the gifts and manifestations they are unable to 
send in each case a separate acknowledgment. 


MR. WM. O'BRIEN, M.P., AND THE LATE 
JOHN MANDEVILLE. 


A MUNIFICENT PROPOSAL. 


Mr. Casey, the secretary of the Michclstown National 
Teague, has received the following letter from Mr. 
William O’Brien, M.P. :— 

“‘ House of Commons, London, 24th July, 1889. 

““My Dear Mr. Casey,—Owing to constant changes of 
address it was only the other day your letter reached me. 
Ever since brave John Mandeville’s death I have been 
looking out for an opportunity of inviting his countrymen to 
raise some memorial that would transmit to other times some 
record of his gallant life, and of the revolting prison savageries 
that brought him to his grave. I was in hopes of being able 
to attend a meeting of consultation on the subject with our 
friends in Mitchelstown, where the movement would of 
course properly originate. In the present complicated state 
of my arrangements I cannot see any immediate prospect of 
being able to do so, but if our friends in Michelstown should 
think it well to inaugurate the movement at once by a public 
meeting I need hardly say that I will co-operate in every 
possible way ; and I am certain that thousands on both sides 
of the Channel will eagerly avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity of recording their admiration of John Mandeviilc’s 
noble and unselfish life and their detestation of the system 
of cowardly torture and calumny to which he fell a victim. 
I have myself reserved as a subscription to the Mandeville 
memorial the sum of £100, which a County Cork special 
jury awarded me last summer for libel, and I will be happy 
to place it at the disposal of any committee that may be 
formed. I am confident that the subject has only to be 
started to produce a memorial worthy of the fearless and 
great-hearted Irishman whom his cruel gaolers brought to 
his grave by a system of prison punishment which is now 
acknowledged to have been illegal as well as barbarous, and 
pursued him even in his grave by a system of calumny more 
disgraceful still.—Yours sincerely, ‘ W1LLIAM O'BRIEN. 

‘“W. J. Casey, hon. sec., 

“ Mitchelstown National League.” 
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JUSTICE FOR AFRICANS. 


A correspondent (S. Frances Latimer) writes: “I saw it 
recorded in a short account of ‘George W. Cable at home,’ 
given in the Boston Author, that social science is the favour- 
ite among the graver studies of that picturesque writer. It 
may not be uninteresting to your readers to recall an 
incident that arose promptly to my mind on seeing that 
statement since the majority of us are pleased to learn about 
the —_ and sayings of those whose acquaintance they 
have made through their books. 

‘In the autumn of 1884 we were among the number who, 
as British Associates, visited America. The heat was ex- 
hausting, and when the meetings were over we broke away 
from the main body to rest for a week at famed Saratoga. 
The season was over for that gay locality, the more import- 
ant hotels were closed, others fast closing ; but the American 
Social Science Association was holding its annual sittings 
that year at the watering place, and secured the attendance 
of a considerable gathering at the addresses delivered during 
the seven days. The association was precisely similar to 
our parent organisation at home, which, after a brave struggle, 
has been snuffed out of existence by the more important B. A. 

Mr. Cable was down to read a paper on the ‘Condition 
of the Freedmen before the Law.’ Conversant with his intimate 
and loving knowledge of the people, and his grasp of the 
subject in all its bearings, we went, madgré the stifling atmos- 
phere, to hear him. We expected to be pleased: we came 
away charmed—and that still more with the man than with 
the author. 

“ The paper was an eloquent and admirably-advocated plea 
for justice for the coloured man. It showed that the taint 
of slavery, with much of its personal dnjustice, sustained by 
numerous examples drawn from what he himself saw and 
knew, still existed inthe Southern States toa very painful degree. 

“I think I remember his saying that his father owned slaves, 
and that in his early days he grew up with the usual Southern 
acceptance of the desirability of this arrangement. I certainly 
recollect him telling his audience that a near relative—an 
uncle, I fancy—fought by every means in his power against 
emancipation, on the usual grounds of its being a divine 
decree, better for the blacks, a robbery of the masters, and 
all the other sophistical objections usually advanced ; and of 
that same relative affirming later on, when emancipation was 
an accomplished fact, and his rancour had cooled, ‘ That it 
it was a darn’d shame that any man should have the power 
of selling or buying a fellow-creature ’---and that though nigh 
ruined by the loss of his human cattle! So may we hope to 
hear, a few years later, in like manner, if not in these precise 
words, when the scales of self-interest, prejudice, and race 
dissidence has dropped from purblind eyes, the now strenuous 
opponents of Irish Home Rule express themselves regarding 
a freed tenantry, whom at present they seek te. doom to be 
slaves of the soil or to extirpation. 

‘The paper was followed by discussion, or rather I should 
say with comment, for the meeting seemed fully with him. 
At this point occurred the incident to which I referred. A 
lady of rather flighty appearance, attired in somewhat of a 
Dolly Varden costume, rose to add her quota to the plea for 
the negroes, In hyperbolical, high-flown language she held 
forth on the grand African race, whom she compared to the 
noble pines of their native forests, concluding with some dis- 
paraging remarks on the smaller, weaker, white man. 

‘The fun of it was, Mr. Cable is not big, nor particularly 
tall. He has a refined, agreeable face, an easy, attractive 
manner, and a voice whose tones strike pleasantly on the ear ; 
but all the points this lively critic was dilating on were not 
his points, and we were divided between our dismay at her 
uncalled-for panegyric of the one race at the expense of the 
other, and admiration of Mr. Cable’s courtesy of demeanour 
in listening and replying. As she resumed her seat, he bowed 
with a courtly grace I have rarely seen equalled, and never 
excelled, and said, ‘“‘ Madam, I must humbly endorse all the 
physical superiorities of the grand African. Some of us white 
men look very small besides them,” adding a few kindly 
appreciative sentences on their mental qualities. 

““My companion, as Englishman, a British Associate, and 
also of the literary vocation, took the liberty of supporting the 
vote of thanks, and remained at the close to have a Iittle 
cohversation with the author, a proceeding that led, on our 
return to England, to the receipt of two or three of his works 


since published, and some correspondence, in which Mr. - 


Cable shone likewise as a letter writer.” 


IRISH EVICTIONS AND THE CROFTERS’ 
QUESTION. 


Sir,—I have just received from a Midlothian Conservative 
friend the following extract, cut from the Scotsman, May 
gist. It was enclosed in his letter, with the concise 
remark, “This is quite in my way of thinking, but of course 
not in yours”:— 


. May 3oth, 1889. 
- Sir,—A few evenings ago I was discussing with a friend the Irish 
evictions and the crofters’ question, and I ventured to remark that if 
a rent of £2 10s, a year were reduced to £1 108., itcould hardly mean 
the difference to the tenant between starvation and comfort; and I 
further suggested that “emigration” mus¢ be a factor in the settle. 
ment of both. “Then,” says my friend, “ you want to depopulate 
the country ; I see you ave no Liberal;” and the discussion sto 

I have been feeling keenly ever since this taunt that J am no Liberal, 
I have the conviction that I am as Liberal as my friend, who denies 
me a place in the party now, since he has become “ Parnellite.” The 
enclosed, which came to me this morning from a distant part of the 
island—a chairman of a Liberal Association, too—has greatly relieved 
me ; and as its contents may not be without some interest to those 
of-your readers who sometimes take a lesson from the New Testa- 
ment, as I do, may I ask you to insert it in your columns ?-gI am, &c., 

: LipgraL UNIONIST. 
TWO COMMENTATORS ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

Some time ago the member for the mining division of Cornwall 
made a speech at a Radical debating club in London. The subject 
was “Ireland,” and he closed with the assertion that he and those 
who side with him (in resistance to evictions, &c., in that country) 
are, in this matter, the true representatives of “the principles of the 
New Testament.” This he challenged anyone present to disnrove: 

A man rose in the body of the meeting, and, stating that he was 
not a member of the club, asked leave, if the rules would permit of 
it, “to reply to Mr. Conybeare,”’ 

The chairman told him he might. He thereupon spoke to the 
following effect :— 

I am a Home Ruler ; but I would not give Ireland Home Rule just 
yet, for fear it should fall into the hands of such men as Mr. Cony- 
beare, which, in my opinion, would be a most serious injury to it. 

New as to what Mr. Conybeare says. I happened last week to be 
reading in the New Testament. . . . 

(At this there was a titter among the Freethinkers present. The 
speaker looked up with a half apology and said—“I was really /” 
Reading the New Testament was evidently an ancommon thing with 
members of a “ Sunday Debating Club.”’) 

The part I read was about a certain nobleman who planted a vine- 
yard, and fenced it, and put up some buildings; and then he let it out 
to husbandmen—that is, tenants—and went intoa far country. Here 

‘ou see, is your absentee landlord; the exact case Mr. Conybeare has 

n telling us of. 

When the rent was due, this nobleman sent ‘his servants—that is 
his land agents—to collect it; but the tenants formed a league and 
took one agent and beat him; and stoned another ; and killed another, 
Still the exact parallel to Mr. Conybeare's case; just what they do in 
Ireland, 

At last the owner of the vineyard sent his son to them; but the 
husbandmen said among themselves—in their League meeting—this is 
the heir; come, let us kill him, and seize his inheritance, 

That is, they went in for the Plan of Campaign, and moonlighted the 
pales son—murdered him—in the hope of getting his land for no- 
thing. 

Now for the “ principle” I find the New Testament applies in such 
a case as this. hat are you to do with these tenants that first pay 
no rent, then attack the land agents of the absentee, and then shoot 
the next landlord? The New Testament puts it: ‘*‘ When the Lord 
of the vineyard cometh, what will he do to these husbandmen ?” The 
answer I read was, “ He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and 
will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen which shall render him 
the fruits in their seasons,” — 

The stranger sat down. There were many inquiries, “Who is that?” 
but no one present knew anything about him. 

The poor member for the mining division did not attempt to reply, 
He was simply overwhelmed under the laughter and derision of those 
whom he had undertaken to guide into “the principles of the New 
Testament,” as illustrated by the socialist work in Ireland, 


I take the liberty of drawing your attention, and that of 
your readers, to the subject, although the circumstance detailed 
happened a short time ago, not only because it is indeed, sa 
my friend rightly supposed, far from being my way of thinking, 
but for two or three other reasons. Of these, one is, that the 
enemies and opponents of Mr. Conybeare have managed to 
get rid of his troublesome interference in their “ might is 
right ” legislation, and have shut him up for three months, so 
that I cannot forward the “cutting” to him to learn his 
version of the Liberal association chairman’s story, which I 
am convinced, from my knowledge of the Cornish miners’ 
member, is a different one in its termination to that given by 
the Liberal chairman. Mr. Conybeare is not the man to 
have been so extinguished, and “to have been simply over- 
whelmed under the laughter and derision” of his audience. 
He is too habituated to that style of treatment to go down 
under it, even if he had no answer ready, which I equally 
take leave to doubt. ee 

Mr. Conybeare was right. The general principle of 


| 
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“ resistance to evictions,” &c., when those evictions are car- 
ried on as they have been, at all times and seasons, and 
under all circumstances of vated distress and hardship, 
are against the whole teaching of the New Testament, for 
Christ came to succour the poor, and not bolster up the 
rich, against: whose grasping greedy ways He addressed 
some of his strongest terms of denunciation. That He used 
a parable capable of being twisted, as so many of His words 
have been found convertable, to the self-seeking of some 
follower who thought he had a divine right to the good 
things of this life with a secured hope of what is to come, 
does not do away with the fact that His whole teaching is of 
mercy, self-renunciation, and justice. 

Let us look at the parable again. It tells us that the 
nobleman p/anted a vineyard, and fenced it, and put up some 
buildings, before he let it out to the husbandmen. Exactly 
what the Irish landlord does not do. He allows his éenants 
to redeem the wretched plots, to drain, to bring the soil, to 
scrape together aught that can be made available as fertiliser, 
to dig, to plant, to fence, to erect any building as best he 
can, so that the two cases from the very commencement are 
not parallel, save in the fact of absen‘ee landlordism. 

When the rent was due, we are bid next to observe, that 
the land agents are sent to collect it. True, but there is no 
mention in the parable of increased or extortionate rent, or 
that the nobleman was asking for the fruits that the vine- 
yard had not yielded. On the contrary, he demanded that 
they should give him “of the fruit of the vineyard”—a 
portion of the produce. 

Among the Jews two systems prevailed, the one of a fixed 
produce rent, assessed by the average quantity of produce, 
claimable under all circumstances—though if the tenant 
found his bargain disadvantageous he might endeavour, and 
did sometimes effect, a more favourable arrangement ; the 
other, a fluctuating one, varying in different years as the 
season might or might not have been good, and varying also 
with the tenant’s means of payment. I am not stretching a 
point further than did the stranger in the meeting, in 
supposing that Christ’s words lead one to imagine that He 
had the latter system in view, in the landlord question, 
and that it was a titheable return that the owner claimed. 

Is it possible that a man who calls himself a Home Ruler 
and remains a chairman of a Liberal Association, can 
endorse the comparisons that follow about the beating, 
stoning, and killing of the agents as parallel to the acts of 
the Plan of Campaign, and insinuate that the basis of the 
League is wholesale murder and robbery? Ifthe unhappy 
discord in the Liberal ranks had done nothing else, it had, 
we fondly fancied, purged from its midst men of such oblique 
vision, and narrow understanding. 

He must have drawn his idea of the “Plan” and “‘ League” 
from tainted sources. The campaigners and leaguers affirm, 
and have over and over again made good the assertion, that 
they have been most instrumental in stopping moonlighting, 
and agent and landlord shooting. This the evidence of the 
Parnell commission brings out most clearly. 

It seems to me, however, that the whole gist of the matter 
is that the war we are waging is against mischievous land 
laws and against bad landlords. We find no plan or league 
in force against upright and generous spirited men, but 
against your Clanricardes, Lansdowns, Vandeleurs, and 
Olpherts, no “ principle” of the new Testament can faith- 
fully be applied except in denunciation, not even if a Duke 
of Argyle arises to whitewash the lot, since it does not follow 
that a man in himself need be evilly disposed to be an 
indifferent landlord. 

Christ drew His parables from events around Him, from 
things as they stood when He was onearth. He did not come 
to alter all the bad laws—of which heaven knows Jewry was 
full: He left us that duty to carry out for ourselves. He 
came to change our hearts, and by that change effect an 
alteration that would make us eager to work on lines of 
Christianity, #2, love and consideration for others. It was 
not He who taught the rich to exact of the poor man his 
last farthing. No, He declared, “ Woe, unto you Pharisees! 
for ye tithe mint, and rue, and all manner of herbs, and pass 
over judgmeut and the love of God. These ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other undone.” The com- 
mentators of the New Testament resolve themselves into 
commentators on the member for Camborne. The feeling 
expressed by the Liberal chairman against Mr. Conybeare 
lies at the root of the letter. That gentleman champions 

too many aggressive movements and disturbs too many 
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vested interests to be a universal favourite. Men of his 
stamp awaken the hatred as well as inspire the love of their 
contemporaries. 

_ Ihave only twice had the pleasure of meeting the M.P. 
in question—on both occasions in public and but for a few 
minutes ; but living in the neighbouring county to his con- 
stituency his sayings and doings are often matter of comment. 
He has won his way against prejudice and opposition, if ever 
a man did, and he has conquered too. We esteem, and are 
proud of him down west, and the miners are devoted to him. 

Do not suppose there is universal satisfaction. He is a 
thorn in the side of many, and there are detractors ready to 
crop up and hint any time, as the Liberal chairman did, that 
the member of a “Sunday debating club” can't often be 
found dipping into the new Testament, much more be found 
acting upon its precepts. How about my Lord Salisbury ? 
Is a debating club greater profanation of the Sabbath than 
receiving and entertaining the Shah, and other royalties, at 
a Sunday garden party ? 

I often recall with amusement the first time I heard of the 
Camborne member with any impression regarding him being 
left on my mind. The impression certainly was strong 
enough, for the speakers were adverse to him and conveyed 
that sentiment to me, where it remained in full force for 
many a long day. 

It was during the general election of 1885, when he 
opposed Mr. Pendarves Vivian who had sat for years for the 
constituency, with satisfaction to himself and no expressed 
dissatisfaction by the electorate. Mr. Vivian was a worthy 

«member according to his lights, but he was snuffed out, once 
and for all, by the impetuosity and vigour of the new man’s 
“principles.” Conybeare came down, urged reforms for the 
miners, told them thef ought to have this and go in for that, 
and carried everything before him. 

I was down for a day during the thick of the fight, though 
in nowise taking a part, and with a friend was buiton-holed 
for half-an-hour to hear of his enormities, his plausibility, and 
his impudence in coming down to interfere in another man’s 
preserve ; and when the story was finished, I considered him 
a most undesirable personage. My sympathies went out to the 
old member, and I trusted that the interloper would be 
ousted. But he was not, thanks be given. He has gone on 
as he began. He has ever since remained a terror and 
discomfort to all fearsome hangers back and to privileged 
classes—a man who is formidable enough when conspiring 
with himself (where are his co-conspirators?) and cheering for 
the Plan of Campaign, to be silenced at the cost of legality, 
probity, and the subversion of constitutional rights.—I am, 
sir, yours faithfully, S. FRANCES LATIMER. 

Glen View, July 22nd, 1889. 


FEMALE LABOUR IN SILESIA. 


THE following information respecting female labour in Silesia 
is extracted from the last report of the United States Consul 
at Breslau :-— 

“From the report of the factory and mill inspectors it 
appears that the number of women engaged at hard manual 
labour in mines and furnaces in Silesia, instead of diminishing, 
is actually on the increase. In Upper Silesia, in 1887, 787 
more women were employed at furnace work than 1886, 
while in textile factories the number of female employées had 
decreased. The inspectors consider the propriety of con- 
tinuing to employ women at some of their present occupations 
in mines and the metal industries as at least questionable. 
In zinc furnaces they are employed in removing the product 
and the refuse, but this work, although better suited for men, 
is mainly in the open air, and not injurious to health. In 
the morning, however, the women must tend the ovens while 
the place is filled with dust and zinc vapours, and their 
severe physical labour is performed in an overheated atmos- 
phere, tempered only by dangerous draughts. 

“In the ore mines the women are employed mainly in the 
hoisting shafts and at pushing cars. Ata depth of 22 to 23 
yards the task of four girls is to hoist 80 tubs, containing 
from 1 to 1} hundredweight of ore each, to the surface, in a 
shift of eight hours. That the workwomen, in spite of the 
low wages, prefer this severe labour to domestic service, 1S 
probably owing to their dislike of the restrictions placed on 
the house servants and their long hours of labour, whereas in 
the mines 16 hours out of the 24 are entirely their own. 

“In the foundries, steel-works, and rolling-mills, women 
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perform day labourers’ services, such as are not considered 
specially injurious by the overseers. 

“Doubts are expressed of the advisability of continuing 
to employ women in beet-sugar mills and refineries, inasmuch 
as their work is carried on near the centrifugal machines and 
in the centrifugal rooms, and is morally and physically in- 
jurious. In the Breslau and Leignitz districts fewer women 
are employed now than formerly in sugar mills. In the 
cigar factories the long-desired separation of the sexes has at 
last been accomplished, 

‘ But the condition of female labourers in mines, furnaces, 
and factories, oe in some instances more degrading, is 
yet not so deplorable as that of the women and girls who 
endeavour to earn a livelihood by hand labour in this city. 
As shown by the inquiries concerning women’s wages set on 
foot by the city statistician, the earnings of girls in many 
branches of industry are not more than 72 cents to 1.19 dol. 
per week, while their average weekly expenses are not less 
than 1°55 dols, made up as follows: lodging, 24 cents; 
dinner, 42 cents ; breakfast, lunch, and supper 53 cents; con- 
tribution to sick fund, 4 cents; clothing, shoes, washing, 
fire and light, medicine, and various other necessities, 32 
cents. * 

“Unmarried women who live with their parents may be 
able to defray their personal expenses with an income of 
from 72 cents to 1'19 dol. per week, but those who cannot 
depend on parental assistance must reduce their living 
expenses to the starvation point. In fact, the inspector 
declares that most of these working girls live in summer on 
black bread, cheap sausage, and herrings, with one properly 
cooked meal on Sundays. Whether this diet permits them 
to live on their earnings is at least questionable—at all events, 
it is not proper nourishment.” 

*A dollar is equal to 4s. 2d.; a cent equals 3d. 


THE PONSONBY ESTATE. 
AN INTERESTING LETTER. 


Tue following letter taken in connection with the 96 eject- 
ment decrees given on Friday at the’ Wicklow Assizes against 
tenants on the Ponsonby estate, will prove instructive read- 
ing. It is written by Mr. Horace Townsend, agent to Mr. 
Smith-Barry, to one of the persons connected with the Land. 
Corporation; it was more than once referred to by Mr. 
Healy during the hearing of the ejectment cases, but Mr. 
Justice Gibson ruled it not evidence :— 
17th June, 1889. 
My dear Gyles,—I am getting very uneasy about Moore's 
rate of proceedings. He is letting time run, so that it will be 
close enough if they are in time for next sessions, and if not 
it will be disastrous. I advise in the strongest manner possible 
that the ejectments should be brought at next quarter sessions, 
and in the superior courts, and that a bargain should be 
made with Mr. Wakeham, solicitor, Midleton, at so much 
apiece for the lot. Unless some arrangement of the kind be 
made about costs there will be a much heavier bill to be paid 
than need be. I hope you have got a schedule from Moore, 
or an arrangement on the same matter. From what I have 
seen of the Ponsonby estate I am sorry to say that I believe 
the Land Commission, if it ever goes before it, will reduce 
the rents on it very heavily. If the acreable rates are correct 
which Barter told me were charged, many will expect well 
over 30, but the property is so unevenly let that that average 
may remain under, as there is some very good land near the 
sea, It is quite good ground enough for fighting, the tenants 
having required an equal, all-round reduction, and then gone 
to the Plan of Campaign, but I consider that the late agent 
should have given larger allowances than 20 per cent on a 
good deal of the lands, and have had all revalued at the com- 
mencement of the row, before the Plan of Campaign was 
adopted. The existing rates on light tillage lands which 
might have been fair fifteen or twenty years ago are far above 
the present value. A good deal of land I saw I was told was 
rented at 20s., but it will go under the Land Court at 12s. or 
13s., and that is Barter's opinion also, I advise Mr. Smith- 
Barry and the other members of the syndicate to make public 
as soon as possible that they are only fighting the way in which 
tenants want to get the rents down. Of course they have put 
this forward in their circulars, but this view has not been 
brought enough before the public, who are led to believe that 
the purchasers’ object is to recover the rents which are too 
high. By the way, please send me two or three more cir- 
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culars, as I had to give the only one I had last night to Cap- 
tain Plunkett. I enclose a letter just received from Barter. 
The man in question was one of those marked on the list, I 
think, as not to be served with a seven days’ notice. I have 
written to Barterto say the yearly rent, less 20 per cent, would 
be taken on account, and a clear receipt given according to 
circular, after when the capitalising of arrears and future rents 
are settled, but think on consideration it better for me only 
to acknowledge his letter, and say that I had written to you 
as if Mr. Ponsonby is owner, the receipt to be given from 
him.—Yours truly, H. H. TowNsEND. 
W. Gyles, Esq., Molesworth Street. 


MR T. M. HEALY ON THE PARNELL 
COMMISSION. 


THERE is one man, a very important one too, who is 
unfeignedly glad at the withdrawal of the Irish members 
from the Commission, and that is Mr. Healy. He defied 
it from the beginning, and now that his colleagues have 
joined him in this attitude, he expressed his thankfulness 
with his usual frankness and sardonic humour at the National 
League meeting in Dublin last week. But his speech, full 
as it was of words of fire, was remarkable for more than 
this, It contained two suggestions in regard to the conduct 
of the agrarian struggle which betolken, not only acute 
generalship, but that sense of humorous dramatic situations 
which chimes in so happily with Irish life and character. 


In my opinion, in cases like the Ponsonby estate, where it is the 
intention to clear out all the tenants for the pu of turning it 
into a cattle ranche, lots ought to be cast am e tenants so that 
the rents of a certain number of them should be paid, so that the 
landlord should not be allowed to obtain ion of the entire 
estate. In my opinion, dotted at strategic points all over the esta 
should be the holdings of tenants who had fulfilled their legal 
obligations, (Laughter.) I trust some arrangement of that kind 
will be come to, so that cheek by jowl with the emergency man and the 
emergency cattle, and the syndicate man and the policeman and 
the bailiff will be found the honest tenant who has paid his rent, and 
who will be a model to the surrounding country (Laughter.) His 
farm can be used by his friends to put up wooden huts upon. A few 
cattle, no doubt, could graze upon it, and by many agencies and 
ways that little oasis in a desert—emergencydom—could be of 
service to the cause of the evicted body of tenants. I merely throw 
that out as a suggestion. There are others, no doubt, who are 
better acquainted with the local circumstances, and who will judge 
whether it is expedient or not, but for my part I think it is. 


LEGAL POINTS. 

Now, we are told by gentlemen like Mr. Balfour that our object is 
to get up dramatic evictions to harrow the soul of the English public; 
that we urge men not to pay their rents in order that these scenes 
may take place; that we get them to barricade their homes and 
throw boiling water at the police for the ype of adding to the 
difficulties of Her Majesty s Government. It occur to me that 
in cases like the Smith-Barry estate, without at all pronouncing any 
definite judgment upon it, or having had the advantage of | 
consultation, that when you have a great number of town tenants 
like Smith-Barry's, who would be a mark with their shops for any 
rent they might be sued for, the landlord in such case would writ 
them for the rent and would not go for the land, And it is, I think, 
a matter for consideration whether these gentlemen, these landlords, 
might not be met if the tenants, as a body, served notice of sur- 
render of their lands, and left them there upon their hands, There 
would then be no longer any painful eviction scenes, (Laughter.) 
The Coercion Act would not be put in force against the tenants for 
retaking possession, because it is after the execution of a writ of 

ion for retaking possession that it becomes cognisable by 
Removables, and I conceive that if the landlord of any estate had 
the land surrendered by the tenants, the tenants would be spared 
writs and evictions and everything of the kind. Mr. Balfour, too, 
would be spared a great many painful scenes, and the British 
Government and the sheriff would be saved a ee deal of trouble, 
and the landlord would be where he is now. (Cheers and laughter.) 
And if any tenant was to take possession of his lands, two resident 
magistrates would have no jurisdiction, which they now have, and it 
would throw upon her Majesty's Attorney-General the unpleasant 
duty of trying them before a jury of their countrymen, All these 
things seem to me to work in favour of law andorder, (Laughter.) 


We much regret to hear that Mr. Conybeare is suffering 
from acute rheumatism and from an affection of the eyes, 
due to the whitewashed prison walls in which he is confined. 
We notice that Mr. Balfour has promised to take care of the 
hon. member for Camborne, but we profess to be somewhat 
sceptical as to the value of the Chief Secretary’s tenderness 


in nursing political prisoners. 


es 
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TO OUR READERS. 
We are glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 
now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the 
sale of the Women's Gazette at the bookstalls of the principal 
railway stations. Any complaints should be sent to us. 
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Is there any necessity for reform in our law of life insurance? 
This is a question which from time to time is asked when we 
read in the papers of unaccountable deaths, and of relatives 
receiving direct benefit in consequence. The danger is the 
greatest with the small cases, and this for several reasons. 
The small offices are less particular about examining the 
“life,” and about who effects the policy. Small sums are 
paid over without inquiry as to the cause of death, and the 
fatal effects of neglect and starvation are unhappily too 
common among the poor in our large towns to excite much 
notice. So much attention is attracted to any doubtful case 
when a large office is involved that there is no fear but that 
murder will out if it has been committed. The cases that 
escape notice are those in which a few pounds are payable 
on the death of a poor child, and where the office prefers to 
pay rather than to institute any inquiry. One is inclined to 
ask whether the law should allow such insurances at all. 

If poor parents wish to provide for burial expenses by a 
gradual payment, the only safe regulation would be to allow 
burial societies to supply the funeral and grave, and to make 
it penal for any money to pass to the parents. ‘There is no 
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other possible expense contingent on the death of a child 
unless it be mourning, and that we hope funeral reform will 
soon get rid of. 


So long as human beings are packed like herrings in 
insanitary dwellings, and young mothers leave their homes to 
work for wages, so long we shall continue to have many 
infants’ deaths arising from dirt and neglect. But we do not 
want to increase the number by allowing abandoned women 
to draw money as the result of each death ina family, thus 


placing a premium on cruelty and carefully encouraging 
crime. 


‘To employ the gifts which God withholds from none in 
the discharge of those noble duties which are open at all 
times to the patriotism of the English citizens.” Such words 
need no comment, no amplification. Mr. and Mrs. Glad. 
stone’s own lives are the most perfect illustration of them 
which this generation has ever seen. To ull thoughtful, 
dutiful spirits they come as an inspiration and a battle cry. 
To women they come with peculiar force, because to women 
a fuller opportunity has at last been accorded of discharging 
those duties which lie equally upon the consciences of all. 
“The sphere is enlarged ; the call is louder than it ever was 
before. The man who does not listen to it would be 
unworthy of the name of Briton.” Women, too, give eager 
ears to the cry, and respond to it with instant devotion. 

*s 

The truth is slowly leaking out in regard to the Ponsonby 
estate in the Smith-Barry syndicate. An edifying letter, 
written last June, by Mr. H. H. Townsend, Mr. Smith- 
Barry’s agent, to Mr. Gyles, the secretary of the Land Cor- 
poration, throws considerable light on the unholy alliance of 
the powers who are fighting the poor campaigners. Mr. 
Townsend is evidently getting uneasy in his mind. Having 
gone over the estate he is convinced that the land courts 
would give much heavier reductions than those demanded 
under the plan, and, therefore, with the wisdom of a serpent, 
advises the syndicate to say nothing about their desire to 
recover rents which are too high, but to make it public that 


they are only fighting the way in which the tenants want to 


get the rents down. If Mr. Ponsonby is not responsible for 
the way selected, who is? When the tenants asked for 
reduction he not only threw all sorts of obstacles in the way 
of their obtaining it legally, but he made many of them out- 
casts. ‘They have combined under the plan, and, so united, 
will win. But what about Mr. Ponsonby’s recent sworn 
evidence that he was the owner of the estate? Mr. Towns- 
end closes his letter by explaining that he has adopted, with 
one correspondent, the crafty plan of writing as “if Mr. 
Ponsonby is owner,” and arranging that receipts shall still be 
given as from him. Unfortunately to the wisdom of the 
serpent Mr. Townsend does not unite the harmlessness of 
the dove. 


& & 

The weavers of Bingley have decided to form a branch 
of the West Riding Power-loom Weavers’ Association. A 
large number of women attended the first meeting, and gave 
in their names as members. We congratulate them on this 
wise and spirited action. Mr. Michael Davitt said recently: 
‘IT am of opinion that everyone who earns his or her bread 
by daily labour should belong to some branch of industrial 
organisation. ‘The rights of labour can only be secured by 
combinations of working men, and as labour is no longer the 
despised thing it was before the days of trades union power, 
it ought to be the ambition of all who toil and spin to so - 
widen and consolidate the influence of labour organisation as 
to compel that respect which, in right and justice, ought to be 
paid to industry, but which is claimed and rendered to 
privileged idleness and vested interests, to become one of 
the awards of the working classes.” Every time this great 


truth is acted upon hastens a better day for the poor and 
unprivileged. 


% 
& & 


On another page may be found a- striking account of 
female labour in Silesia, given by the United States Consul 
at Breslau. It is evident that combined action among these 
unfortunate workers would be a powerful instrument, no 
only for increasing their wages, but for bettering the con 
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ditions of their labours. Philanthropists might cry, “Stop 
the labour, it is unfit for women,” but the immediate result 
of that would be the increased degradation and poverty of 
the women who struggle to gain a livelihood in the cities. 


It is-degradation poverty that are unfit for women. 


* 
* @ 

The new Women’s Franchise League made a good start 
at Mrs. Tebb’s drawing-room meeting. Mrs. Scatcherd and 
Mrs. Wolstenholme Elmy are organising it, and Mr. Haldane, 
M.P., has volunteered to bring in a Bill abolishing coverture. 
This embodies the logical basis of the new league—that sex 
shall be no disqualification in law or politics. There are 
straight thinkers and hard workers at the back of the league, 
and a contemporary hopes that it will be as Aaron’s rod, and 
swallow up the two other women’s suffrage societies. 

* 
* & 

Unionists always refuse to believe that women and children 
have been sent to gaol under the Crimes Act in Ireland, but 
facts are unpleasant things, and cannot always be pushed out 
of sight. Women and children have gone to gaol and are 
going. Ten days ago two gallant girls—Elizabeth and Mary 
Cowley—were sentenced at Rathkeale to fourteen days’ hard 
labour in Limerick prison for resisting an eviction last May. 
The magistrates offered them their freedom if they would 
undertake to keep the peace (of Mr. Balfour’s mind), but 
these terms were disdainfully refused. 


* 


* * 

A touching letter, sent by “A Military Admirer” in Pieter- 
maritzburg to United Ireland, closes with a weighty argument, 
which recalls that which convinced the Duke of Wellington 
of the necessity of Catholic emancipation, The natural 
feeling of resentment expressed here might easily grow under 
the present régime into something as active as that to which 
even the great duke yielded. 


It grieves to the heart all Irish soldiers that are stationed thousands 

and thousands of miles from their dear country, fighting for old 
England's cause and keeping her foreign foemen at bay, to see, after 
that weary fight is over and the thundering of cannons sile , that 
the very country they are fighting for is ruining their native country. 
There is many a valiant Irish soldier who had the luck to escape 
from dreadful wars and has served his time in her Majesty's service, 
ang home, and instead of finding the bright and pleasant home he 
eft, finds his dear ts and their children by the roadside starving, 
while their house is burning to ashes, This is a good sight for one 
who has served her Majesty. Oh, decent Englishmen, banish from 
you the cause of this grievance, 


* 
* 

The report of the two delegates—Miss Martin and Miss 
Thompson—sent by the West Edinburgh W.L.A. to Falcar- 
ragh in April last, has just been published. It is clear, 
forcible, pictorial, and accurate. It is published at 4s. per 
100, so that to sell 100 at a penny each would double 
the money invested. The increased capital could be spent 
in fresh literature supplies. Facts presented as they are in 
this admirable pamphlet must convince open, generous minds 
who are reluctant to believe that the devil—that is to say, 
the Irish landlord system—is black as he is painted. 

* 
** 

Australian gold is pouring into the exchequer of the Irish 
Nationalists. £10,000 was collected during the month of 
May alone by Mr. Dillon, Sir Thomas Esmonde, and Mr. 
Deasy. This is the mission which is supposed to have failed. 
At a meeting at Hamilton, the mover of a resolution in 
favour of Home Rule handed in a cheque for £50. His 
generous enthusiasm proved infectious. Money was thrown 
on to the chairman’s table with impetuous haste. Within 
five minutes cheques, bank notes, gold and silver, were 
piled up to the value of £200, and the gross receipts proved 
to be £250. Is this a dying cause? 


* 

Reports have been current among the landlords that the 
Kenmare plan was broken down, but the latest accounts 
from Killarney give a very different version of what is hap- 
pening there. Mr. Gilhooly, M.P., went down to address 
the campaigners, and was to have been accompanied by Mr. 
O’Brien, but the Manchester trial stood in the way, and his 
place was taken by Mr. John Redmond, M.P. The meeting 
was enthusiastically unanimous in spite of hindrances and 
difficulties which those who have been in Ireland will fully 
appreciate. It is thus deseribed in the /reeman’s Journal :— 


“A most successful meeting of the tenants on the Kenmare cam- 
Paigned estate was held on Friday last in the Town Hall, Killarney, to 
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consider an offer alieged to have been made by t 
Leonard, to the tenants in the Rathmore district, Vane ‘odie aa 
organised by Mr, James Gilhooly, M.P., who arrived in Killarney on 
ednesday, and though he made a circuit of the whole estate during 
Wednesday and Thursday, so completely did he elude the vigilance 
of the police that his presence in the district was entirely unknown 
to them until the meeting in the Town Hall had well nigh concluded. 
In accordance with Mr. Gilhooly’s instructions, the tenants managed 
to be in the hall at ten o'clock without exciting the notice of the police, 
Mr, Gilhooly also managed to get in unobserved by the police. Mr. 
John Redmond, M.P., travelled from Clonmel to address the meeting, 
in the unavoidable absence of Mr. Wm. O Brien, and on the arrival 
of the 10-30 train, which brought Mr. Redmond, he drove direct to the 
hall, the doors of which were locked the moment he entered. The 
ious hall was thronged with tenants, while large numbers were 
unable to enter. The police saw Mr. Redmond drive to the hall, and 
evidently guessed his object, as a few of them followed and sought 
admission, which was refused them. Later on a reinforcement 
arrived, headed by Mr. Townsend, R.M., and District-Inspector Gray. 
ane gained admission to the back —— and by the aid of a ladder 
tried to effect an entrance through the windows fora police notetaker, 
but those assembled inside held the windows securely, and held their 
meeting without the presence of a single policeman amongst them. 


*& & 

Again have the faithful priests of Galway tried to stand 
between Lord Clanricarde and his harried tenantry. Father 
Costelloe, of Woodford, wrote to Mr. Balfour, asking for 
arbitration on the vexed question of rents and arrears. ‘To 
this appeal Mr. Balfour turned a deafear. Father Costelloe, 
in despair, writes to the press to ask, “Are the exasperated 
tenantry to endure even unto death?” The New Tenants’ 
Defence Association is the answer to this piteous plea. 


+ 
+ & 


The Glasgow Women’s Liberal Association has recently 
sent a capital bale of clothing to Glensharrold, which has 
called forth warm expressions of gratitude. 


* 
* & 


Some of the results of slave emancipation are well calcu- 
lated to divert trade into new channels, and to open up 
districts for the sale of commodities in which they have 
hitherto been comparatively unknown. This has been exem- 
plified in Brazil, where the liberation of the blacks from 
slavery was felt in the market for rum. Liberty to indulge 
in unstinted supplies of this article sent up prices more than 
100 per cent. The demand arose chiefly from the male part 
of the population. The newly emancipated female slaves at 
once adopted lady-like attire, their requirements sending up 
the prices of corsets to a point never before reached in 
Brazil.— Financial Reformer. z 

* + 

In the Interpretation Bill now before the Standing Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords there is a clause which sets 
forth that with the object of further shortening the language 
used in Acts of Parliament, “ words importing the masculine 
gender shall include female.” This is an admirable clause, 
which, if passed without limitation, would solve the woman’s 
rights question without any further legislation. Unfortunately 
there are sure to be limitations. At present the law is that 
“he” means “she” when it imposes a burden or inflicts a 
penalty, but that “he” never means “she” when it confers a 
privilege or defines a qualification. The clause, however 
limited, is good as far as it goes, and we are glad to see that 
the Committee rejected a hostile amendment moved by Lord 
Fitzgerald without a division.— Pall Mali Gazette. 


* 
& & 


Miss Argles, of the Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, has been 
elected Superintendent of the Women’s University Settlement, 
a most useful, educational, and recreative crusade in South 
London, and will enter upon her duties in September. The 
post was rendered vacant by the resignation of Miss Gruner, 
whose active labours have so largely contributed to the 
successful start it has made, and at the last committee 
meeting it was resolved to tender her a cordial vote of thanks. 
Pending Miss Argles’ installation the work is being carried 
on by the ladies without a formal chief. The ability and 
experience of Miss Argles eminently fit her to direct the 
unique work done by these devoted cultured women. 

* 

A long and arduous struggle has yet to be undertaken 
before Nonconformists win their fair share in the privileges 
and emoluments of the great national Universities. Rev. 
J. Tolefree Parr, in a paper on “‘ Nonconformity and Higher 
Education,” read before the Leeds Nonconformist Ministers’ 
Association, shows that the established Church possesses’a 
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practical monopoly of the positions of honour and influence 
in the Universities, and that it has in its power to offer the 
richest prizes to seduce Nonconformist students into its 
ranks. The degrees of B.D. and D.D. are still withheld 
from Nonconformists. Theological tutorships, chaplaincies, 
and the office of Examiner in Theology are exclusively in 
the hands of the Established Church. The headships of 
colleges are largely monopolised by Established clergymen, 
ten colleges at Cambridge, and seventeen at Oxford, requiring 
their heads to be in “ priests’ orders.” The masterships of 
the great public schools are barred against Nonconformists. 
Oxford Colleges alone hold 439 benefices worth £187,000 


per annum, 
* 
* *& 


On Wednesday, the 24th ult., a number of people congre- 
gated at the Crystal Palace to see all sorts of sights, including 
Lady Salisbury and Mr. Balfour. The latter spoke of the 
gathering as “spontaneous enthusiasm” for his and his 
uncle’s cause. Did he know that papers had been sent round 
at post-offices and other places where poor, tired-out men 
and women might be easily tempted by a holiday offering the 
half-crown entertainment at the Palace for 3d. a head to 
Primrose Leaguers? No doubt many took the gift of 2s. 3d. 
on the conditions required, and swelled the crowd. Is this 
spontaneous enthusiasm for politics? We call it enthusiasm 
for a cheap bargain, the love of getting half-a-crown’s worth 
for a threepenny bit. 

*** 

The enthusiasm shown by the London crowds for the 
Princess Louise of Wales and her husband the Duke of Fife 
may easily mislead anyone who does not know the Cockney 
well, “ What nonsense for the Radicals to make a fuss about 
the Royal grants! Why, London turned out last Saturday 
to welcome the Royal bride.” This is what the foreigner, 
the provincial Liberal, and the people about the Court are 
heard to say. But the real Londoner knows better. A 
Radical from the far East or from steady Southwark will 
have voted on Friday night against another penny of the 
taxpayers’ hard-earned money going to the Royal Family, 
but if business took him down St. James’s Street on Saturday 
he would give a hearty cheer for the bride. The English 
love weddings, and it is really a sign of the natural worship 
of family life that they do so. In spite of the hideous ex- 
posures of the divorce courts ordinary English people, men 
and women, still believe that the rule is that a home is 
a paradise, and that anything else is the exception. 
Hence, when young people are setting up their home, every 
citizen who passes them on the road gives them an encourag- 
ing cheer and hearty good wishes. There is no political 
significance whatever in last Saturday’s crowds, but there is 
a wonderful proof of the love of English social institutions. 

*e 
At Buckingham Palace, on Saturday morning, when all the 
Royal Family had left the chapel, the distinguished guests 
came down from their benches and met upon the floor, where 
there were greetings and comments and many congratulations 
offered to Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone upon their completion of 
half a century of married life. 


ee 


_ NATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE FESTIVAL. 


‘By way of concluding arrangements for the second great 
exhibition of co-operative products at the Crystal Palace on 
August 17th and following days, a meeting was held on 
‘Saturday night in the Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand. Mr. 


E. Vausittart Neale, president of the council, presided, - 


accompanied by Mr. G. J. Holyoake, Mr. Edward Owen 
Greening, who has led this particular feature of the co-opera- 
tive movement, and others. From the statements made in 
the course of the speeches it appears that the exhibitions 
originated some years ago with flower shows at Scuth 
Kensington, followed last year by a highly successful show 
of co-operative work at the Crystal Palace. The forthcoming 
display will be much more extensive. Specimens of home 
industries by members of cu-operative societies in all parts 
of the kingdom will be arranged in the courts near the High 
Level entrance. A flower show, for which 7,000 schedules 


have been issued, will extend along the nave. There will be 
a concert of 5,000 voices, amateur theatrical performances, 
and athletic sports. Mr. Holyoake spoke with pride of the 


excellent reward that was now being reaped by the co. 
operators. They did not reed now to supplicate men of 
position and influence to establish an institution. They 
could establish it themselves. A sum of £1,300 has been 
raised as a guarantee fund for the Festival of Labour, and 
4500 will be given in prizes. The work is all done free 
and the presentation of certificates of thanks to the workers 
of last year was a feature of Saturday night’s meeting. A 
concert followed, conducted by Mr. Malcolm Lloyd Jones. 
roi one: i ny yl we year were Miss Shore Smith, 
iss Margaret Llewellyn Davies, Miss 
others of our Liberal Federation Seal a A 


AFTER DEATH. 


By Fanny PARNELL. 


Shall mine eyes behold thy glory, oh, my country? Shall 
mine eyes behold thy glory? — 

Or shall the darkness close around them, ere the sun-blaze 
break at last upon thy story ? 


When the nations ope for thee their queenly circle, as a sweet 
new sister hail thee, 

Shall these lips be sealed in callous death and silence, that 
have known but to bewail thee ? 


Shall the ear be deaf that only loved thy praises when all 
men their tribute bring thee? 

Shall the mouth be clay that sang thee in thy squalour, when 
all poets’ mouths shall sing thee ? 


Ah, the harpings, and the salvos, and the shoutings of thy 
exiled sons returning ! 

I should hear, tho’ dead and mouldered—and the grave 
damps should not chill my bosom’s burning. 

Ah, the tramp of feet victorious! I should hear them mid 
the shamrocks and the mosses, 

And my heart should toss within the shroud and quiver as a 
captive dreamer tosses. 


I should turn and rend the cere-clothes round me, giant 
sinews I should borrow— 

Crying, “Oh, my brothers! I have also loved her in her 
loneliness and sorrow. 


Let me join with you the jubilant procession—let me chant 
with you her story— 

Then, contented, I shall go back to the shamrocks, now mine 
eyes have seen her glory.” 


JURY-PACKING IN IRELAND. 


Mr. HERBERT SMELLIE, of Rathillig, Co. Carlow, an 
Englishman and a Protestant, has offered evidence which 
Mr. Balfour may gainsay if he can, that the iniquitous 
practice of jury-packing is in active operation in Ireland to- 
day. He says— 

“In the question which Mr. Macdonald pat to the Chief Secretary 
last Thursday he mentioned my name as the special juror at Mary- 
borough assizes who, after he had been sworn to try the Kerry 
murder case, said in open court, ‘I object to try a man for his life 
on a packed jury’; and Mr. Balfour said in his reply that as I had 
found a verdict against Hickey I appeared to have changed my mind. 
I beg to contradict this, My mind is still the same as when I made 
my protest to the jndge. I object to try a man for life on a packed 
jury. -I maintain that the jury was packed. It consisted of eleven 

rotestants and only one Catholic. It is true we found a verdict 
against Hickey in accordance with the evidence, but this does not 
prove that the jury was not packed. I consider it a gross insult that 
every second man on the special jury panel should be ordered to ‘stand 
aside,’ and I say it is not only insulting to the special jurors but it 1s 
an outrage on the British Constitution of which the jury system 1s @ 
gem. I aman Englishman and a Protestant of over thirty-seven years 
residence in Ireland, and I have observed since the last Coercion Act 
was passed that jury packing has been systematically carried out in 
Maryborough, particularly in those cases where the venue has been 
changed. Those who uphold this system seem entirely to forget that 
in order to govern wisely we must above all things govern justly. How 
can we expect loyalty from an Irishman treated in this way when 
narrow-minded officials have power to strain and pervert the law’ 
Until this system of ordering jurors to stand aside on such an exces- 
sive scale is abolished, I shall certainly object to serve as a juror, 
whatever penalty may be inflicted on me, for I am satisfied that the 
law is not administered here in the impartial way it is in my ow" 
country.” 
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THE SOUTH HACKNEY LIBERALS. 


On Friday afternoon the bazaar and garden fete at the 
Hackney reform Club, Well Street, was opened by Mrs. 
Labouchere, it being the second and concluding day. Among 
those present were Sir Charles Russell, Q.C., M.P., and 
Lady Russell (her ladyship having presided at the inaugural 
ceremony on Thursday), Mr. Hart, member of the London 
School Board, and other leading Liberals of the district. 
Sir C. Russell, in introducing Mrs. Labouchere, expressed a 
hope that she might be induced to make a short speech, as 
he knew that no one could speak more effectively or more 


.gracefully. He then congratulated his audience on the 


success of the bazaar on the first day, with the aid of an 
association which had, he said, already played a very im- 
portant part in political affairs in many districts of the 
country, and was, he believed, destined to play a still more 
important one—namely, the Women’s Liberal Association. 
As on the day before, the formal opening was preceded by a 
song from Miss Walker. Mrs. Labouchere, who was very 
cordially received, after speaking of the bright and cheerful 
aspect of the bazaar and grounds, and saying that she hoped 
the result would be a considerable accession of funds, 
observed that her husband had been asked to come with her, 
but, unfortunately, he had to attend the House of Commons 
rather early that afternoon, when, as they all knew, the 
House was discussing a protest against any further Royal 
grants. (Cheers.) She did not suppose that her husband 
would be successful in his proposal, but still he was only 
doing his duty in trying to prevent any further grants from 
being made. (Cheers.) She had never herself had 
£700,000 a year to spend; but she thought that if she had 
that amount she would be able to provide out of it for her 
children—at all events she would try-—without asking for 
the assistance of her friends. (Cheers and laughter.) Mrs. 
Labouchere then declared the bazaar and garden fete open, 
and the work of selling was at once resumed. 

On Saturday afternoon, a meeting was held at the club, this 
being the conclusion of the bazaar which has been held in aid of 
the funds to carry onthe work of the organisation in this district. 
Mr. G. B. Holmes took the chair, and among those present 
were Mr. Stuart, M.P., Mr. Pickersgill, M.P., Mr. Flynn, 
M.P., the Hon. Dadhaboi Naoroji, and Mr. Rowe. Mr. 
Stuart said that while deeply grieving the present condition 
of the Irish people, they desired to express their sympathy 
with them in the period of suffering through which they were 
passing, and the admiratiun they felt for the courage, con- 
sistency, and forbearance with which they had met the 
attacks of the present illegal Government. 


0O-EDUOATION. 


The university of ‘Texas has just closed its exercises for the 
year. All the classes and departments of this institution are 
open alike to men and women. One of the features of the 
final exercises was the banquet of the Beta Theta Pi society, 
whose membership embraces both sexes. There were thirty 
students at the table. The menu was pronounced excellent, 
with a conspicuous absence of wines, the only beverages 
being coffee and tea. 


SWEDISH WOMEN. 


Among the papers read before the woman suffrage con- 
gress held in Paris in June, was one by Mme. Fries on ‘The 
Industrial Women of Sweden.” She said in Sweden women 
serve as bank clerks and managers, even professors in boys’ 
high school, working jewellers, watchmakers, and are engaged 
in all sorts of wood-carving, The education of nearly every 
Swedish girl not born to fortune, the lecturer said, is indus- 
trial There is no doubt whatever, she added, that the 
Swedish woman will soon be granted equal political rights. 


Dr. Tanner has been sentenced to another four months, 
imprisonment upon what looks very much like a trumped up 
charge. Whatever the high spirits and Irish humour might 
lead him to do he is a gentleman, and would not spit upon 
& policeman, and no one in Ireland but a policeman or a 
Magistrate would dare to assert that the doctor had been 
guilty of such an offence. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 


Zo the Editor of the Women's Gazette. 

Sir,—I see, in your report of a meeting at Nottingham, 
that, speaking to a ward association, Mr. Farmer advised 
the women to work for the poor of Nottingham instead of 
for the Irish. Surely Mr. Farmer spoke without advice. 
There would be some difficult questions at election time if 
our associations had been giving work gratis to Liberal 
voters, I don’t think Mr. Farmer will find his plan approved 
by the Liberal agent. But suppose there were no difficulty 
under the Corrupt Practices Act. Is there any advantage in 
this sort of Primrosing? We give sympathy to the Irish evicted 
tenants because of their temporary troubles. We should not 
pauperise them by giving indiscriminately to the poor in 
Ireland. On the whole, I do not think Liberal women 
generally will approve Mr. Farmer’s suggestion, and they 
will be glad it came from a member of the other sex.— 
Yours, &c., PENELOPE. 


Womens Liberal Associations. 


A GENERAL meeting of the Women’s 
Altrincbam, Liberal Federation was held on Thursday, 
July 18th, the special purpose thereof being 
to form a Registration Committee for looking up the women 
voters for the County Council. The chair was taken by Mrs. 
Paterson, who called upon Mr. Paterson to explain the best 
methods of working upon a registration committee. lltrin- 
cham is divided for Parliamentary elections into six blocks, 
Taking this as a foundation plan, a secretary or captain o 
each block was appointed, Mrs. Thomas being elected chair- 
woman of this committee of six. This work was taken up 
with a heartiness and willingness for work that was very 
cheering. Mr. Paterson then called upon Mrs. John Mills to 
give some account of the proceedings at the annual meeting 
in London, which she and Mrs. Paterson attended as dele- 
gates from Altrincham. Mrs. Mills also gave a description of 
the work of the Home Rule Vans, reading some paragraphs 
from the Women's Gazette, asking for some help, if only in 
pennies and such small amounts as could be honestly afforded. 
The response to this was, at the close of the meeting, a per- 
fect rush to the table, and in pence and small silver, but 
mostly in pence, the sum of over one pound was subscribed. 
The audience, largely consisting of working women, showed an 
earnestness and intelligent sympathy that augurs well, we hope, 
for future work. Before leaving, one of the members pro- 
posed that a message of jubilee congratulation be sent from 
this association to Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone. This was 
carried unanimously with a hearty cheer. 


AT acommittee meeting held July 25th, 1889" 

Bristol, the following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

* Resolved,—That this committee, keenly realis- 

ing the imperfection of all political action undertaken by 

non-electors, and feeling that each year emphasises more 

clearly the evil and injustice of denying to tax-paying, intel- 

ligent, and self-supporting women all rights of representation 

in Government, earnestly hopes that the National Liberal 

Federation will make the suffrage for women part of its pro- 
gramme.” 


On August 8th, the grounds of Hugh E. 
Cambridge, Hoare, Esq., candidate for West Cambridge- 
shire, will be opened (weather permitting) 

for a picnic given by this association. 

THE RoyaL GRANTS.—At a meeting of the committee of 
the Cambridge Women’s Liberal Association the following 
resolution was passed unanimously : “ This committee heartily 
applauds the action of those gentlemen who have endeavoured 
to prevent or to curtail the proposed addition to the already 
excessive provision made for members of the Royal family.” 


SoutH Norwoop Warp.—A drawing-room 

Cropdon, meeting of members of this association and 
their friends was held on Wednesday evening, 

the 17th inst. at Derwent Lodge, Anerley, SE. E. W. 
Grimwade, Esq. (the accepted L'beral candidate for Croydon), 


636 


THE WOMEN’S GAZETTE. 


August 3, 188. 


LL 


presided, and was supported by Mrs. Grimwade and the 
office-bearers of the Women’s Liberal Association. A paper 
was read on the question, ‘‘Why should women take part 
in politics?” and it was fairly dis:ussed by the ladies. A 
second paper on the question of ‘‘ Perfect equality, said to 
exist in England and Ireland,” was also read, and many 
matters in which residents in England exercise political 
power, while in Ireland the same persons are denied such 
power, were dwelt upon. The permission given to women 
ratepayers to vote in English municipal, union, and county 
matters, was shown to have recently extended to one town 
only in Ireland, viz., Belfast, and the right there was 
obtained by means of a Drainage Bill! The proceedings 
were useful and important, and concluded with votes of 
thanks to Mr. Grimwade and the organisers of the meeting. 

On Saturday, July zoth, Mrs. Grimwade, president of the 
above association, and wife of the Liveral candidate for the 
borough, kindly invited the members of the Strand and Croy- 
don Women’s Liberal Associations to a garden party in the 
grounds of Croham House. It had been raining all the mor- 
ning, but the weather fortunately cleared in the afternoon, and 
although the rain had undoubtedly kept some away, between 
400 and 500 women and men met together. Many pro- 
minent local Liberals were present, and among the speakers 
were Mr. Conway, M.P. for North Leitrim, Mrs. Bryant, 
D. Sc., Miss Orme, LL.B., and Dr. Aubrey, Liberal candi- 
date for the Horncastle Division of Lincolnshire. The 

guests were received from four to five, and at five o'clock a 
meeting was held in the grounds, at which 

Lady Stevenson presided. After congratulating the 
two associations on the meeting, and alluding to the good 
work done by the Liberals: in West Carmarthen and in 
Marylebone, Lady Stevenson went on to speak of the uses 
and work of the Women’s Liberal Associations, placing their 
educational influence foremost. She urged her hearers to 
have the utmost faith in their great leader, and to remember 
that the grand object they had in view now was to knit 
England and Ireland in a bond of brotherhood. (Applause.) 

Mrs. Bryant first alluded to the results of the East 
Marylebone election, which had been announced in that 
morning’s papers, and said that reducing the Tory majority 
by nearly 1,000 in that constituency was as good a sign of 
the times as winning a seat anywhere else. The S¢. James's 
Gazette, commenting on the withdrawal of Mr. Parnell and 
his colleagues from the Commission Court, had said the 
Marylebone electors would show their opinion of that with- 
drawal in a very pronounced manner. She was glad they 
had done so, though in a different sense from that which the 
writer of that article expected. Mrs. Bryant, as an Irish- 
woman, liked speaking about the Irish question, and she 
thought English audiences liked hearing about it; but other 
subjects were equally important, and, therefore, she would 
leave that romantic subject to the other speakers, as she 
wished to say a few words about local government for Lon- 
don. She then went on to explain the land question as it 
affected large towns, showing how, by means of improve- 
ments made by the tenant, improvements made by the local 
authorities, and the increased importance of the towns 
owing to the growth of commerce, the land in towns has 
enormously increased in value, absolutely without cost or 
trouble to its owners, who, however, at present, get all the 
advantage of this ‘ unearned increment.” The Leaseholders’ 
Enfranchisement and the Metropolitan Rates Amendment 
Bills, drawn up by the Radical members of Parliament, deal 
with this question; and the Bill for the better Housing of 
the Poor deals with another pressing social question in which 
women are much interested ; she therefore urged her hearers 
to give earnest attention to these Bills. (Applause.) 

Mr. Conway, M.P., then spoke. He justified Mr. Par- 
nell’s withdrawal from the Commission Court when the judges 
refused to rule in favour of the T. I. P. U. books being pro- 
duced, and said that they had always felt that when the 
Piggott letters had been proved to be forgeries, an end ought 
to have come to the Commission —(hear, hear)—and they 
believed the public felt that also. (Applause.) How- 
ever when the crisis had passed, they deliberated upon their 
position, and after mature consideration they came to the 
conclusion that it would be best for those of the party who 
had the chance to go into the witness-box and submit them- 
selves to the Attorney General’s cross-examination to prevent 
their enemies being able to say that they were afraid to come 
into court. (Applause.) The result was that instead of any 
stigma being cast upon them the Irish leaders had cleared 
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themselves from the foul imputations that had been brought 
against them. He was one of the accused, but when his turn 
came to be called, the Zimes people said they had nothing 
against him. (Laughter.) After all, the Commission had 
been a blessing in disguise, for the manner in which it had 
been carried out had opened the eyes of the English peop'e 
and made them understand the Irish question as they never 
had before. Ireland had been our reproach—we should 
make her our f gv (Applause. ) 

The Rev. J. Street, who spoke as a resident of eighteen 
years in Belfast, although he was an Englishman and a 
Protestant, denied that Ulster was Protestant; half the 
people were Catholics, and there were only three places in 
Ulster where Protestants predominated. 

Mr. Grimwade moved a vote of thanks to the speakers. 
He complimented the ladies on their eagerness for political 
knowledge, and said that the amount of crass ignorance 
concerning political matters among men was something 
astonishing. 

Dr. Aubrey seconded the resolution, and at once plunged 
into an exposé of the genus Tory. What the Tories were 
doing in Ireland to-day they would do in England to-morrow 
if they had the chance. They knew that behind the Irish 
land question was the English land question, which would 
have to be settled on a broad basis. (Applause.) 

Miss Orme proposed a vote of thanks to Mrs. Grimwade, 
the hostess, for the great pleasure this party had given the 
Strand and Croydon W.LA.’s. Mrs. Fraser seconded, and 
Mrs. Grimwade replied in a few well-chosen words. 

Miss Grover, the hon. sec., in proposing a vote of thanks 
to Lady Stevenson, mentioned that though the association 
had grown in 16 months to number 670 members we had no 
right to rest on our oars, as Lady Stevenson’s association at 
Ipswich had grown in the same time to 1,600 members. 

Alderman Haggis seconded this, which, like all the 
other resolutions, was carried enthusiastically. The guests 
then dispersed about the grounds, where refreshments were 
provided. 

The members of the association, by helping in the registra- 
tion, have saved the men’s association the sum of £4. 


A conference of ladies was held on 
Chelmsford. Tuesday, July 23rd, in the boardroom, 

under the presidency of Miss Conybeare, 
the object of the gathering being to discuss the formation of 
a Women’s Liberal Association for Chelmsford. About 30 
ladies responded to the invitation. Mrs. Eva M’Laren 
explained the objects of such societies ; and at the close of 
very interesting speeches by herself and Miss Conybcare, a 
committee was appointed, the election of offices being 
deferred. It was the unanimous wish with Mrs. Duffield 
should be the first president ; but she said she would defer 
her decision until the next meeting. 

On Wednesday, July 24th, the inaugural meeting was held 
in the Corn Exchange, Chelmsford, under the presidency of 
Alderman W. W. Duffield. The hall was prettily decorated, 
at the expense of Miss E. Conybeare, who, in fact, was 
mainly instrumental in establishing the association and con- 
vening the meeting, being assisted in the details by Mr. John 
Spence. The work of decoration was carried out by Messrs. 
H. and T. C. Godfrey. The front of the platform was 
adorned with pot plants; and at the back of the chairman 
there was a portrait of Mr. Gladstone. 

Alderman Duffield was supported on the platform by Mr. 
W. S. B. M’Laren (M.P. for Crewe), Mrs. Eva M’Laren, 
Miss E. Conybeare, Mrs, and Miss Duffield, Miss Bevan, 
Mr. W. Impey, Mr. W. E. Bovill, Mr. W. Munnion, Mr. J. 
Spence, Mr. Jacob Dalton, &c. 

A letter of apology for non-attendance was read from the 
Countess of Aberdeen, whoregretted her inability tocome down. 

The Chairman in his opening remarks said that if the for- 
mation of a Women’s Liberal Association in Chelmsford was 
likely to lead to proceedings similar to those carried on by 
the Primrose League, it would have no countenance or sup- 
port from him. 

Mr. M'Laren, M.P., proposed, ‘That this meeting heartily 
approves of the formation of a Women’s Liberal Association in 
the Chelmsford Division, and believes it will do much to 
strengthen the Liberal party in the division. This meeting fur- 
thercondemns the Irish policy of the Government, and especially 
the imprisonment of Mr. Conybeare—(cheers)—and the Irish 
members who have so bravely stood up for the liberty of the Irish 
people.” He pointed out that the extension of the franchise 
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to women would not be delayed many years, and it would 
not be a matter of surprise if they were allowed to vote at 
the next general election; therefore, on that ground alone, 
it was of great importance that the earnest workers in the 
Liberal ranks should not discourage -the ladies from associa- 
ting together in political work. (Hear, hear.) He could 
not help alluding to the infamous imprisonment of their 
friend Mr. Conybeare—(cheers)—who deserved the thanks 
of this country for the way in which he had braved the im- 
prisonment which he knew was awaiting him if he went to 
Ireland to help the poor people in that country. His errand 
was one of mercy and benevolence. His only offence con- 
sisted in relieving the acute distress of evicted tenants ; it 
was not that he had committed any crime in the sense in 
which we understood crime in this country. It was a wonder 
that the people of England did not rise up and drive the 
present Government from power, or compel them to moderate 
the way in which they carried out their coercion laws in 
Ireland. (Loud cheers). 

Mrs. Eva McLaren, in seconding the motion, spoke on 
the aims and objects of Women’s Liberal Associations. 
These associations, she said, were intended to assist the work- 
ing women of the country who had not time to educate them- 
selves on political subjects without the help which these 
associations could give. People would be astonished if they 
had followed in the track of the Primrose Dames at a bye- 
election. It would open their eyes to the small amount of 
political education which was imparted to them. It seemed 
as if when any of them started on political work they learned 
a few set phrases with which they canvassed and worked. 
(Laughter.) She observed that there were now about 100 
Women’s Liberal Associations in the country, with a 
membership of between 35,000 and 40,000. (Applause.) 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Miss Conybeare gave an interesting address on her 
recent tour in Ireland. She said English people could 
hardly understand what was going on in Ireland unless they 
had been over there to see. She thought they would agree 
that her brother was most unjustly and shamefully imprisoned ; 
but she was quite sure that putting her brother in prison 
would not do Mr. Balfour's cause of ‘law and order” any 
good. (Hear, hear.) She passed on to describe, in graphic 
language, the scene at the little town of Lifford, where her 
brother’s appeal was heard—a place no larger than Ingate- 
stone, where she resided. The court-house was a stuffy 
little room which bristled with policemen ; and the square 
outside was filled with soldiers, armed with loaded rifles or 
drawn swords. After the appeal the policemen closed round 
the prisoner and would not allow anyone to go near him. 
She tried to find out the time of the train to Derry by which 
Mr, Conybeare would travel; but they would not tell her. 
So she went to the station to wait ; and was there surprised 
to find the place full of policemen—quite an army of them— 
and her brother in the midst. And when the people raised 
a cheer for Mr. Conybeare, the police drew their batons and 
charged them in a brutal manner. One man was taken by 
the neck and dragged along for some distance—in fact, the 
police did not seem to care whether they broke the people’s 
bones or not; and the crowd was very orderly indeed, and 
did nothing worse than cieer for Mr. Conybeare and say 
‘©God save Ireland,” which she saw no harm in, but which 
the police seemed to think a very heinous offence. She 
confessed after what she saw she could quite sympathise with 
people who threw stones at the Irish police. (Hear, hear.) 
She denied the reports that the Irish people hated the 
English ; and she conc'uded with an appeal to the women of 
Mid-Esgsex to do their share in puttin: an end to the injustice 
and wrong that was proceeding in Ireland. (Cheers.) 

Several ladies joined the association at the close of the 
meeting, which ended with a vote of thanks to the Chairman 
and Miss Conybeare, on the motion of Mr. J. Spence, 
seconded by Mr. W. Impey. 


THE delegates from the West Edinburgh 

West W.L.A. have done good service in publish- 

Edinburgh. ing an account of their experiences during 

their recent visit to Ireland. It contains a 

clear, moderate, and picturesque description cf things actually 

seen, and will be found useful for distribution among the 

many who cannot go to Ireland to see for themselves. The 

leaflet (8 pages) can be procured from the treasurer, West 

Edinburgh W.L.A., 8, Claremont Crescent, Edinburgh, price 
4S. per 100, 158. per 500, OF 258. per 1,000, carriage paid. 


This association, although one of the 
Rorth-West newest, has already done good work. At 
ts. present it is carrying on a vigorous cam- 

paign in the towns and villages of the district. 

On Saturday, July 13th, the members of the Bradford-on- 
Avon Branch and other friends were received to a garden 
party at the Manor House of Monkton Farleigh, the residence 
of Sir Charles and Lady Hobhousée, who is president of the 
association. ‘There were several hundreds present, and early 
in the afternoon there were speeches on political matters. 
Lady Hobhouse spoke of women’s work in politics, and of 
the earnest spirit which Liberal women had shown, Miss 
Ellen Chapman then gave an account of her recent experiences 
in Donegal. Sir Charles Hobhouse followed with warm 
words of encouragement and sympathy to the women workers 
in this field. Mr. Walker next spoke a few words of thanks 
to the entertainers, and reviewed the position of the Liberal 
cause. After the speeches there were glees and songs, which 
were excellently sung by Lady Hobhouse, her daughters, and 
friends. 

On Monday, July 15th, there was a meeting on the 
Common of Broughton Gifford, Lady Hobhousée, Miss 
Chapman, and Sir Charles Hobkouse being the speakers. 


The audience was most earnest and appreciative, showing . 


that the West of England is indeed awake. 

On Tuesday, July 16th, a meeting was held at. Holt, at 
which Lady Hobhouse, Miss Chapman, and Mrs, Bevan, the 
energetic local secretary, spoke. Here, again, the reception 
was such as to fill workers in the Liberal cause with hope for 
the future. 

On Thursday, July 18th, an enthusiastic meeting was held 
at Eddington. Lady Hobhouse spoke on the subject, “ The 
work already done, and what still remained to do.” Miss 
Chapman spoke at some length on “Why Ireland wants 
Home Rule.” Sir Charles Hobhouse followed with a speech 
on “ The way politics affect women.” The Rev. Mr. Drew 
also spoke on “ ‘The feeling of sympathy with Ireland.” Then 
Mrs. Drew, the hon. sec. for that branch, said a few words 
as to the urgent need there was for women to consider both 
political and social questions. 

On Saturday, July zoth, there was a meeting in the 
schoolroom at Attworth, The chair was taken by Mrs. 
Fuller, the wife of the inember for the division, who intro- 
duced Miss Chapman with a few forcible words as to why 
women should bestir them elves in politics. 

Miss Chapman gave a sketch of Ireland as it is, in which 
the people were deeply interested. Mr. Butler, in proposing 
a vote of thanks, made a most interesting speech. Mr. 
Bushel also spoke. And so concluded a very satisfactory 
week's work. Next week the campaign is to be carried on 
in Imber, Westbury, Warminster, and Melksham. 


The West Wilts W.L.A. is doing good work under its 
energetic president, Lady Hobhouse, and already numbers 
over 1,300 members, after a short existence of only five 
months. 


, On Thursday afternoon, the 25th 
Soutb tackney, ult., Lady Russell opened a bazaar 
and garden fete at the Reform Club, 

Well Street, in aid of the funds of the South Hackney Liberal 
and Radical Associition and Women’s Liberal Association. 
The weather bearing a resemblance to the political atmo- 
sphere at the pr.sent time, was very hazy, and ominous- 
looking clouds threatened overhead. As the time fix d for 
the opening ceremony approached, however, the sky cleared, 
and a ray of sunshine lit up the scene for a while. On 
arriving at the club Lady Russell was received by Mr. John 
Husb.nd (president of the Liberal and Radical Association), 
Mr. W. H. Eldridge, B.A. (ion. sec.), Mr. W. G. Rowe 
(secretary of the bazaar committee), Mr. Tuttill, Mr. Pen- 
gelly, and other gentlemen; and was presented by Miss 
Grimwade with a charming bouquet of roses, tied with orange 
ribbon (the Liberal favour), which her ladyship graciously 
acknowledged. The party, which also included Miss Mul- 
holland and Mr. Frank Russell, Mrs. Powell, Mrs. Grimwade, 
Mr. and Mrs. Beurle, and Mr. J. Hart, M.LS.B, then 
repaired to the large hall erected in the grounds, where the 
bazaar was held. Addressing the company, Mr. Husband 
remarked that the bazaar was a place for work and not for 
talk; they would therefore excuse him if the remarks he 
made were comprised within half-a-dozen sentences. The 
object in holdisg the bazaar was probably well known to 
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lively one, so far, added Mr. Husband, who was interrupted 
by the cackling ofa hen in the “Model Dairy” hard by. 
Continuing, he observed that the executive sincerely hoped 
that the effort put forth would be heartily supported, and 
that the debt resting upon the Liberal and Radical Associa- 
tion would be extinguished. Before sitting down he should 
like to acknowledge the kindness of the Reform Club in 
granting them the use of their premises, and to thank them 
for their many kindly services to the association. Then they 
had to thank Mrs. Powell and Mr. Rowe for organising the 
bazaar ; and in mentioning these names he included all those 
who had been their earnest, zealous, and willing helpers. 
Then, again, the affair was graced by the presence of Lady 
Russell, who, as president of the Hackney Branch of the 
Women’s Liberal Association, had come down formally to 
open that bazaar ; and thus her ladyship had added one more 
to the many fruits she had given to the many interests that 
concerned South Hackney. Sir Charles Russell, unfortu- 
nately, was not present, but he hoped to put in an appear- 
ance during the afternoon, and he was sure they would all be 
glad to seehim. (Applause.) Miss Walker having tastefully 
sung “The Minstrel Boy,” Lady Russell, who was heartily 
applauded on rising, said that before they embarked on their 
enterprise that day they might very fairly congratulate them- 
selves on the very favourable circumstances under which the 
bazaar would be held. As they knew, it was a bazaar to 
raise money for political purposes, therefore they had been 
enabled to hold it in the club-house, which was, perhaps, the 
most desirable place they could possibly have. They had 
an excellent room, together with the advantage of the charming 
gardens of the club, so that it was not an ordinary bazaar. It 
was also a very attractive and enjoyable ve-union and fete, 
and if the weather would only remain favourable it would be 
most pleasant, judging from the attractions of the bazaar and 
the appearance of the grounds outside, As the time was 
very short in which to dispose of the articles, they had better 
not waste time in talking but at once set to work. Lady 
Russell then formally declared the bazaar open, adding, ‘‘I 
heartily wish it success.” (Cheers.) Business proper was 
quickly commenced, and the visitors gave the stall-holders 
plenty to do for the next few hours. ; 
Immediately after the opening ceremony Sir Charles 
Russell, M.P., put in an appearance, and was _ heartily 
greeted. : 
In giving a general description of the bazaar, we may say 
that it was organised on a novel, elaborate, and most attrac- 
tive scale, showing that deft fingers and willing hands had 
been busily employed for some weeks past. The adornment 
of the hall and general arrangement of the stalls was a verit- 
able work of art, and the scene within the spacious building 
was brilliant in the extreme. Coloured streamers extended 
across the hall in all directions, ornamental shields, sur- 
mounted by trophies of flags, embellished the walls, and the 
glare of colour was harmonised by a charming collection of 
stately palms and foliage plants, which, tastefully disposed, 
imparted quite a refreshing aspect to the general surround- 
ings. A feature of the decorations was an admirable paint- 
ing of Mr. Gladstone, encircled in flowers and greenery, 
which was prominently displayed behind the platform. 


On Thursday last, a very successful garden 

Spalding. party, under the joint auspices of the Women’s 
Liberal Association and the Liberal Club, was 

held in Alderman Barrell’s grounds, for the purpose of meet- 
ing the respected member for the division, Mr. Halley 
Stewart M.P., and Mrs. Stewart. There were upwards of 
one thousand people present. Between four and five 
hundred sat down to a substantial tea provided in two mar- 
quees erected in the paddock, and during the evening more 
than five hundred other persons paid for admission into the 
grounds. The weather up to mid-day was anything but 
favourable, and the heavy showers doubtless prevented many 
timid ones, living at a distance, from being present. But 
perhaps that is not so greatly to be regretted as the large 
company who actually put in an appearance taxed the 
resources of the tea-makers to the utmost, several of 
the ladies having to make tea for three or four 
different parties. The following ladies presided at the 
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many of them. The associations working in the Liberal 
cause in South Hackney were doing a wee deal of work at 
no small expense, and they found great difficulty in obtaining 
the necessary funds ; hence a number of their most active 
friends had organised that bazaar—and it appears to be a 
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different tables: Madames Alves, Barrell, Bulley, Bowers, 
Cannan, Dalton, Fisher, Hockney, Stubbs, Squire, Squier 

‘ . ’ 
Shepherd, Woodward, Miss A. Pickworth, and Miss White. 

Sutton Bridge, Long Sutton, Holbeach, Gosberton, and 
the villages in the southern parts of the division were all well 
represented, and it certainly must be said that the Liberal 
party never demonstrated to greater advantage. There 
was a tennis match during the afternoon and evening, 
which interested a large number of spectators, and Rippin’s 
band discoursed some excellent selections of music. From 
7-30 until 9 p.m. speaking was the order of the day in the 
largest of the marquees, where an illuminated address was 
presented to Mrs. Stewart. The features of the meeting 
were the graceful and womanly inpromptu reply of Mrs. 
Stewart and the exceedingly practical speech by Mr. Stewart 
on topics of immediate interest. After the meeting the 
young people had some dancing until 10-30 p.m. Mr. 
Rarrell, with his accustomed generosity, allowed the visitors 
to have the run of his attractive and well-kept garden and 
conservatories. 

_ Mr. Alves took the chair at the meeting, and suitably 
introduced the speakers, the first being Miss Robinson, of 
Stockport, who spoke a few thoughtful sentences about the 
value of an interest in politics in making a woman a com- 
panion for her husband. 
. Mr. Councillor Winfrey then presented, on behalf of 
the Women’s Liberal Association, an address to Mrs. 
Stewart, and explained the circumstances of the presenta- 
tion briefly. The address was as follows :— 

To Mrs, Halley Stewart, President of the Spalding Division Women's 

Liberal Association. 

Dear Madam,—The members and friends of the Spalding Division 
Women’s Liberal Association desire to give you a hearty welcome in 
their midst, and in ong so they cannot be unmindful that your last 
visit was during the arduous contest of 1885, when your husband, 
after six months of gallant effort was beaten by the narrow majority 
of 78. At that time, after giving us the encouragement of your 
presence in different parts of the division, you were with us when the 
result of the election was made known, and by your constancy and 
Cheerful bearing not only helped us to accept an adverse verdict, but 
stimulated us to renewed efforts to escape from political thraldom. 
Since then we have had many stirring events in the Spalding Division, 
culminating in the magnificent Liberal victory of 1887. You now 
come amongst us under happier auspices—for we have reached the 
goal of our ambition in securing Mr. Halley Stewart as our member, 
and in seeing him as esteemed as he is popular. We are glad to be 
able to give you such practical evidence of the triumph of Liberalism 
in the Division, and especially are we pleased to report the successful 
formation, the continued progress, and the present flourishing con- 
dition of the Women’s Liberal Association. We trust you will long 
be spared to witness the supremacy of Liberalism in the Division, 
and to help, by your care and sympathy, our respected member in 
the career to which he is devoting his life.—Signed, on behalf of the 
association, M. Farrow, President of Committee, 


Spalding, 25th July, 1889. 


The reading of the address elicited loud cheers. 

Mrs. Stewart, who was very warmly welcomed by the 
meeting, said, in response: I can only say I thank you most 
sincerely, both for your hearty welcome to-day and for this 
very kind and flattering address. I am no speaker, as I need 
not tell you ; therefore [ beg that you will not expect a speech 
from me. I frequently envy my more gifted sisters, who, at 
a moment’s notice, can discourse so eloquently on the various 
topics of the day, but I comfort myself with the thought 
that there is a sphere, apart from the platform altogether, in 
which a quiet and diffident woman may do a very good and 
useful work. (Loud applause.) I mean by conversation ; 
by lending suitable books to those who need enlightenment on 
some topics ; and those of us who are blessed with children, 
by training them up in a love of truth and righteousness—- 
(applause) —which I hope to be the principles which Liberals 
have at heart—(loud applause)—and which are indeed but 
other terms for Liberalism. (Renewed applause.) I thank 
you extremely for your kindness, ladies of the Liberal Asso- 
ciation, Miss Pickworth, and all concerned, in this very kind 
mark of your sympathy with me, and I might say your love. 
(Applause.) I have not yet forgotten your warm-hearted 
reception, and the kindness which you showed towards me 
when I was here before, when you were suffering from your 
disappointing defeat—I was going to say disheartening, but it 
did not dishearten you, because to-day we rejoice together 
that your wishes have been fulfilled. (Applause.) Again I 
thank you very sincerely for your kindness. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. Halley Stewart, M.P., who was loudly cheered, 
delivered an eloquent speech. 

Alderman Barrell followed with a short address, after 
which the meeting terminated, 
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TABLE [*7i.cna* BIRKBECK BANK! TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF 


THREE per gent. INTEREST allowed on DE 


POSITS, fea lemand. ° 

CENT. on CURRENT ACCOUNTS, aal- 

z culated 9 on ithe minimum monthly balances, when not drawn 
iow 


pecren eee 
FON eee ys g.| | tu sintiock Bud ne touts Annual Receipts 
AT ONE-FOURTH THE PRICE. exceed Five Millions. 


mors seaccens. [THON 70, cunrniss, A HOURS BOF 
Clarke, Nickolls & Coombs, Ltd., || or LAND For FIVE SHILLINGS FER MONTH, 


with immediate pomesslec. Apply a at the Office 
LONDON, B. tthe BIRKBECK ALMANACK contains f full particu- 
: i may be had post pplica 
Retailed Br .. seers and Italian FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane. 


COCKROACHES, 


THE ONLY PROCESS ACKNOWLEDGED 
TO BE SUCCESSFUL AND GUARAN- 
TEED BY CONTRACT. 

Estimates free of charge, and payment after 
success only, 
Testimonials on Application. Rebrences to -— 
a ee ag 


Hotels. 8t. James's Hall Restaurant. 
sions Co. A. De Rothschild, Esq., &c., &c. 


L. VINCENT & CO., 
246w, Regent Street, London, Ww. 
___ THORNTON'S 

TOILET CREAM” 


WRITE 


Preserves the bea softn: 
FOR LIST. the Hair Its invaluable for chilis get 
SOPPORT WITHOUT PRESSURE In Pots, 1!-, 1[6, & 2/6, post free. 


LADIES’ COMBINATIONS in 
“tural Wool, 8a.; Merino, ds. 6d.; Pure Natural Wool Vesta, 
try Lest warm Ribbed Ves ; Children’s soft Scotch Weck Don 


eats, 3s. 
sot from 2, 9d.; an excellent article. Gents Knitted Veats 


‘THORNTON LOTION, 


owed tern 
Guarantee to generate a mild continuous current of safe, and sure cure fay 


Electricity, which speedily ho all Disorders of the , 
KNITTED BELTS, KNEE CAPS, GLOVES, AND HOSIERY. Nerves, Stomach ah, Lives ead Kidneys. Thowants of RINGWORM, BALD PATOUES, &o, 
Heat Mr. C. B. a8 C In Bottles, 2|6 cach post pres, 
ITARY KNITTED CORSET CO., NOTTINGHAM ta Blea the Medical Battery Co. Lid. cee 


52, OXFORD ST. leur.” | "Seeneadi, bt 


ble. or write at on 


640 | THE WOMEN'S GAZETTE. Anges 2 oy 


WANTED, LADIES WHO CAN KNIT, Messrs. EDGE BROTHERS PAY FAIR WAGES TO 
Keg rite mum heroes te Se __ MUL ITAEIRCEMPLONES, 
set atterns LS & SILKS, and particulars i 

great saving . the Shilling, ir me cases tore) by E'S LION ‘ESSENCE OF BEEF 


PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, PAMPHLETS, ACTS, 
OFFICIAL REPORTS, &€., 


- -ALL PUT UP IN GLABB 
Therefore free from all Metallic Taste. 


AND POLITICAL LITERATURE GENERALLY, CAN BR OBTAINED FROM Highly . ’ the whole Medica 
P. S. KING & SON, Ci coneapenerre sone oe 
agen ete apron: Wane tes BRITISH LIGN SAUCE, THE BEST. J 


BRITISH LION RELISH, MONE BETTER. 
To be had of all Chemists and Grocers. 


EDGE BROTHERS, 


Associations can be supplied with Papers, Returns, Pamphlets, &c., on 
the various questions discussed by them. ' 


——A MONTHLY LIST SENT ON RECEIPT OF ADDRESS.—— Farringdon Road, London, BO, 
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’ Tu remedy that will effec- 
ASHTON 8 tually care Gant, Lumbago, 
GREAT ica, Rheumatic Gout, 

Tic Doloreux, and all pains 

G T in the juints, head, face, dc. 

It willcure any ordinary case 


OXLEY x 
W.OXxke pnuiatie eee 


: COLOUR GOOD. QUALITY EXCELLENT. PRICE REASONABLE. 1 | ogatae ea 
MpOXLEY S SIX CORD «(MARES een 


on, 

In bottles, 1s. 1}d., 2. 94., 

A ST H M A Mg isto 

Ce a ee ae : S - | O ae 1 } - : ce C U R E. Waruor, Thana Fs, Chancery 
= c 5 


The Mined eel life, and 
PILLS.. 

Non names mazes | Burns,Cuts, Ulcerated J 
AGHTON’S | sense mania to 


disease. 1s, 144., and 


ORCHARD’S CURE For DEAFNESS, 


Safe and Harmiess. Has Cured Hundreds. 


“NOW I CAN HEAR THE BIRDS SING.” 

Sta,—Your “ Cure for Deafness” has been worth a sovereign to 
me. I could not hear the Church Bells ring when in bed, aud now 
1 hear the birds sing, and return many thanks, 

; G. T. Beawann, Marlborough, 
1s. 13d per Bottle, Pree by Post for 14 Stamps, from 
EDWIN J. ORCHARD, CHEMIST, SALISBURY. 

- ANY CHEMIST CAN PROCURE IT TO ORDER. ; 


Co 


: WHOLESALE AGENTS: - 6 
Heesrs, WILLIAM EDWARDS ,& 804, Queen .Vistoria Btreet, 8.0. 

“MAY ROBERTS &°0O., Clerkenwell Road, £0 

HOVENDEN & SON, Berners Street, W- 


Paternoster Buildings, London.— August 3, 1889 


Printed tow the Proprietors by Toww Havwonn. Deansgate and Ridgefield. Manchester: and published by him at 3, 


